
The hope, the hype and the chutzpah. Barney Pell, co-
founder of Powerset, discusses why he believes that natu-
ral language search will be the next advancement in Inter-
net search capability.

Year Breakthrough Company
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Powerset Google

The Long Tail: Why the Future of Business is Se ing Less of More
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Questions

What is your revenue model? Market size?

When is it more appropriate to do keyword 
searches? 

How do you support multiple languages?

Indexing, how do you catch up to Google?

Why are you talking about this now, if you’re no  
going to be ready until the end of 2007?

Natural language is very hard to do. What are th  
alternatives to keyword search that shrink the op-
portunity for natural language?

What about approaches that add metadata to web 
pages to improve search results?

What about conversation search?

How do you see advertising being done in natural 
language?



A Market Analysis by The Guidewire Report, February 5, 
2007, www.guidewiregroup.com 

Exalead

Reveal Technology, Inc.

X1 Technologies

No matter the technical approach, the vast ma-
jority of the search in astructure companies 
are applying their technology to limited do-
mains.
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As more start-ups chase the search market, 
business models and market assumptions wi  
be severely tested.

Tourist Republic

Vozavi

Yoono’s

Aggre-
gate Knowledge

bliin



James C. Best Jr.

Jessica Brandi Lifland for The New York Times, From left, 
Steve Newcomb, Lorenzo Thione and Barney Pell are the 
founders of Powerset, a search engine.






