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“Howard Rheingold sees things that others simply hadn't noticed be-
fore. And he knows how to explain why they are important and why 
you need to pay attention to them.” 

The Cyberanalyst by Sherry Turkle

Howard Rheingold, a guru of cyberspace and digital culture, has partici-
pated in and observed the usage of new technologies. He has been a 
pioneer, critic and forecaster of the impacts these technologies are hav-
ing in causing new cultures and societies to evolve. In particular, he has 
examined how new social structures are effecting business, day to day 
life, freedom and social values both now and in the future. He is credited 
with inventing the term "virtual community."

A prolific author, he has 11 books to his credit, several that have been 
best sellers and were translated into French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Spanish, and Swedish. His early activities as an author led to his in-
volvement with the WELL, a computer conferencing system in 1985, 
where he continued writing about his life in a virtual community and sub-
sequently authored more books about his experiences.

Becoming involved with the Whole Earth Review, he became its editor in 
1993, and editor in chief of The Millennium Whole Earth Catalog. In 
1994, he was one of the principal architects and the first Executive Editor 
of HotWired, but quit after its launch. In 1996, he founded and helped 
launch "Electric Minds".

He founded Howard Rheingold Associates in the early 1990s to provide 
consulting in building virtual communities. In 2005 he has been teaching 
a 10-week course at Stanford University on “A Literacy of Cooperation.” 
The course is part of a long term investigation of cooperation and collec-
tive action undertaken in partnership with The Institute for the Future.
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