
The economics of Open Source can be explained entirely 
within the context of conventional open-market econom-
ics. Open Source has much stronger ties to the phenome-
non of capitalism than many have appreciated. 

Timeline
1981
Joins the New York Institute of 
Technology, becomes an Unix ker-
nel programmer

1986
Works at Matrix Instruments for 6 
months due to non-compete clause

1987 to 1999
Joins Pixar Animation Studios as a 
senior systems programmer

1987
Initial release of Electric Fence

1994
Became a major Linux developer

1998
Starts the Open Source Initiative 
with Eric Raymond

1999
Linux Capital Group

2000
Senior strategist for Linux and open 
source at Hewlett-Packard

2002
Starts Perens LLC

2004
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