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nal Design and Construction

Airbourne Shuttle System — Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

The proposed Pittsburgh Airbourne Shuttle System, put forth by a private sector group, has been
dropped in favor of a project to design and construct a low-speed magnetic levitation system. The
low speed magnetic levitation research and development program (also called the Urban Maglev
Program) was authorized in Section 3015(c) of TEA-21. As part of the Urban Maglev Program, FTA
made an award of $9.71 million in FTA research funds to General Atomics, San Diego, to conduct
research and development on low speed magnetic levitation. The Urban Maglev initiative is a cost-
share program in which the development team provides 20 percent in non-Federal matching funds.
Projects that would be funded under the Urban Maglev program are undertaken in three discrete
phases:

(1) Evaluation of Proposed System Concept;
(2) Prototype Subsystems Development and;
(3) System Integration and Deployment Planning.

The General Atomics project is a Phase I project that is expected to move into Phase II in early
2003. In addition to General Atomics, the General Atomics/Pittsburgh Maglev team includes the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Port Authority of Allegheny County, Western Penn-
sylvania Maglev Development Corporation, Carnegie Mellon University and several
Pittsburgh-based businesses. While no longer pursuing the Pittsburgh Airbourne Shuttle project,
the General Atomics Team would like to demonstrate the technology of Urban Maglev at an appro-
priate site upon successful completion of the technology development. Their current choice is
California University of Pennsylvania.



