
This Jim Wilson article about passive magnetic bearings is another wonderful and important invention o  
the mind of Dr. Richard F. Post, a renowned scientist at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories. Dr. 
Post also invented Inductrack - the passive MagLev system we wi  be using on SkyTran, which also utilizes 
permanent magnets cleverly arranged in a “Halbach Array” to concentrate and strengthen available magnetic 
forces. You get about 1/3rd of the levitation power of superconducting magnets without the cost, complexity and 
maintenance problems. PM thinks Dr. Post’s newest invention wi  be someday be regarded as THE most signifi-
cant mechanical device of the 20th Century. 
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